
TOWN OF GRANBY 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 17, 2015 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of Selectmen was called to order by First Selectman B. Scott 
Kuhnly at 7:30 p.m. 
 
PRESENT: B. Scott Kuhnly, Ronald Desrosiers, Sally King, Mark Neumann, Edward 

Ohannessian, William F. Smith, Jr., Town Manager and Student Liaison 
Paige Holden  

 
OTHER: Thomas Tyburski, Director of Recreation and Leisure Services; Park and 

Recreation Board Members, Brigid Gunn, Squire Bressor, Kathy Ungerleider 
and Peg Chapple, resident 

 
   I. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
  II. PUBLIC SESSION 
 

First Selectman Kuhnly commented that any public in attendance for Business Item C. 
regarding alcohol use rule at Salmon Brook Park may comment at that time during this 
meeting.  
 
No public addressed the Board.     
 

 III. MINUTES 
 

Town Manager Smith would like to correct a remark he had made at the January 5, 2015 
meeting.  At that meeting, the Town Manager was asked a question on Police staffing.  
He indicated we were at full staff, however, a recently signed-on officer resigned to take a 
federal job offer. 
   
ON A MOTION by Selectman Desrosiers, seconded by Selectman King, the Board voted 
unanimously (5-0-0) to approve the minutes of the regular meeting of January 5, 2015 as 
presented.   
 
ON A MOTION by Selectman Desrosiers, seconded by Selectman King, the Board voted 
unanimously (5-0-0) to approve the minutes of the Special Three Board Meeting of 
January 20, 2015 as presented. 
 
ON A MOTION by Selectman Desrosiers, seconded by Selectman King, the Board voted 
4-0-1 (Mr. Ohannessian abstained) to approve the minutes of the special meeting of 
February 4, 2015 as presented.   
 

  IV. UNFINISHED OR TABLED BUSINESS 
  
 No unfinished or tabled business was before the Board. 
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   V. BUSINESS 
 

A. Resignations and Appointments to be Considered 
 
ON A MOTION by Selectman Desrosiers, seconded by Selectman Neumann, the 
Board voted unanimously (5-0-0) to re-appoint Michelle A. Niedermeyer (D) and Erin 
S. Pirro (U) to the Agricultural Commission (January 14, 2019); Joanne R. Desrosiers 
(D), Neil W. Kraner (D), and Bruce W. Sullivan (D) to the Commission on Aging 
(January 9, 2017); Kenneth O. Kuhl (U) to Development Commission (January 9, 
2017); Patricia L. Kennedy (D) to the Library Board (January 8, 2018); Kathy D. 
Ungerleider (D) and Suzanne L. Yucha (D) to the Park and Recreation Board 
(January 9, 2017).   
 
Fist Selectman Kuhnly reported on the receipt of Carolyn Flint’s resignation letter from 
the Conservation Commission.      
 
ON A MOTION by Selectman Desrosiers, seconded by Selectman Neumann, the 
Board voted unanimously (5-0-0) to accept, with regret, the resignation of Carolyn 
Flint from the Conservation Commission.   

   
B. Consideration for Approval of Alcohol Consumption at the Granby Chamber of 

Commerce Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet at Salmon Brook Park House 
 
Town Manager Smith stated the Granby’s Chamber of Commerce Annual Meeting 
and Awards Banquet was rescheduled to Tuesday, February 24, 2015 due to a snow 
storm on the original date.  It is recommended that the Board of Selectmen approve 
consumption of alcohol on the new date.     

 
ON A MOTION by Selectman King, seconded by Selectman Neumann, the Board 
voted unanimously (5-0-0) to permit the consumption of alcohol inside the Park House 
at Granby’s Chamber of Commerce special event on February 24, 2015.  
 

C. Consideration of Park and Recreation “Rules and Regulations” Change at 
Salmon Brook Park – Alcohol Use Rule 
 
Town Manager Smith gave some history regarding the Park Ordinance and the 
Salmon Brook Park House.  In 2005 the ordinance was revised to allow for an easier 
method to amend park rules, which the alcohol use rule is part of this.  In 2012 the 
Park House was completed and opened to host various events.  At least two dozen 
reservations have been withdrawn due to the awkward measure of requiring Board 
approval for alcohol use.  The suggested modification to the rule is not being 
proposed to make money for park services, but to utilize this town facility from mid-
October through Mid-April.  The Park and Recreation Board, along with Recreation 
Director, support the change. 
 
First Selectman Kuhnly recognized Tom Tyburski, Director of Recreation and Leisure 
Services, for his input regarding this change request. 
 
Mr. Tyburski made several statements in support of this change.  He indicated a 
request was made last year and defeated because members of the Board and 
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residents expressed concerns about the safety of children.  Even though a thorough 
review of the Park’s Master Calendar is done before any booking of events, a different 
proposal that addresses the concerns mentioned last year would put the town in the 
best position to host events at the Park House during the winter months.  The current 
procedure of applying for facility rental that includes alcohol use is a cumbersome 
process.  The procedure to wait for approval from a Board of Selectmen meeting 
during the winter months with the weather cancellations or risk of non-approval is 
discouraging when potential renters are finalizing their event.       
 
A discussion ensued with the Board regarding the proposed amendment rule change.  
Some highlights were: 

• The support of the proposed amendment rule change was not made part of a 
Park and Recreation Board meeting.  However, the Park and Recreation 
Board do show support individually and as a small group.      

• Selectman Desrosiers expressed his preference to limit the timeframe more – 
Nov. 1st thru April 1st. 

• Selectman King asked about inserting certain words “non-profit community 
group” into the proposed amendment rule.  More discussion came into play 
regarding what is meant by a non-profit community group.   

• Local approvals are in place regarding permission to hold an event where 
alcohol is permitted.    

• The fee schedule for such events is the same for residents and non-
residents.  A build up of rentals should be in place before changes in the fee 
schedule are made. 

• Fees are reviewed and monitored regularly and when appropriate, 
adjustments are made.   

• Selectman Neumann commented that the permit process presented this 
evening is advantageous for residents to use the facility and feels it is 
appropriate to leave the administration function to be handled by the town.    

 
First Selectman Kuhnly asked if there was any public comment regarding this issue. 
 
Brigid Gunn, Squire Bressor, Kathy Ungerleider, Park and Recreation Board 
members, attended this meeting and gave their support for this amendment rule 
change.  Peg Chapple, a resident, also gave her support and asked for a clear 
understanding of what the word “non-profit community group” means for the rental 
application. 
 
A discussion ensued regarding the rule change and the meaning of the words “non-
profit community group”.  The words “to an individual or group for a non-commercial 
purpose” will be used.    
 
ON A MOTION by Selectman Neumann, seconded by Selectman Ohannessian, to 
adopt a rule change of the Park Ordinance as follows:     

§ 121-18.  Alcoholic beverages.  

The use or consumption of alcoholic beverages in Town parks is prohibited, 
except by special permit, which may be granted by recommendation of the 
Superintendent of Parks and with the approval of the Board of Selectmen, in 
connection with a special event upon assurance that all state laws relating to 
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the sale or distribution of alcoholic beverages will be strictly complied with. 
During the period between October 15th and April 15th the use or 
consumption of alcoholic beverages inside the Park House may be permitted 
to an individual or group for a non-commercial purpose at the discretion of 
the Superintendent of Parks without Board of Selectmen approval as long as 
all state laws relating to the sale or distribution of alcoholic beverages will be 
strictly complied with.  

 
Selectman Desrosiers moved to amend the MOTION to adopt the new rule to be 
effective from November 1st through April 1st.  A discussion followed.  Selectman 
Ohannessian asked why only part of the time for the approval permit process was 
being suggested.  It was indicated that this request was a compromise from the 
previous year’s request and it shows a good compromise towards the historical 
approval permit by the Board of Selectmen.  No one seconded the MOTION.  The 
amendment failed.   
 
The Board voted 4-1-0 (Selectman Desrosiers voted no) to approve the MOTION.   

 
D. Consideration of Resolution for the Nutmeg Network Grant Application 

 
Town Manager Smith reported the Town of Granby agreed to participate in a grant 
application under the Regional Performance Incentive Grant Program in FY 2014 that 
is administered by the Office of Policy and Management (OPM).  OPM has provided a 
schedule to participate in the Regional Nutmeg Network Connections.  The town has 
taken care of the first two requirements.  The third requirement is to provide a certified 
resolution by the Board of Selectmen as suggested below.   
 

WHEREAS, State of Connecticut grant funding from the Office of 
Policy  and  Management (OPM) for the Regional 
Performance Incentive Program pursuant to C.G.S. § 4-
124s for the Nutmeg Network Connection program has 
been made available to the Town of Granby; and 

 
WHEREAS, said program provides grant funds in the approximate 

amount of $6,000  for purposes of network connection to 
the Nutmeg Network in order to expand Internet 
connection bandwidth; obtain Internet connection cost 
savings; and allow for the option to participate in future 
cooperative demonstration projects funded by OPM's 
Regional Performance Incentive Program; and 

 
WHEREAS, there are no matching funds required; and  
 
WHEREAS, the application for grant funding does not bind the Town 

of Granby to accept the Grant Award and the Town of 
Granby may decline the Notice of Grant Award without 
penalty. 

 
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Selectmen of the Town of 

Granby, Connecticut endorses the Town of Granby's 
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application for inclusion in the State of Connecticut 
Nutmeg Network Initiative and the Regional Performance 
Incentive Program. 

 
IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED , that the Town Manager is authorized to 

act on this endorsement by signing all necessary 
agreements and to take all necessary actions related to 
this proposal to enter into a binding agreement with OPM 
according to the terms of the Regional Performance 
Incentive Program. 

 
ON A MOTION by Selectman King, seconded by Selectman Ohannessian, the Board 
voted unanimously (5-0-0) to adopt the resolution as written. 
 

E. Consideration of Resolution and Compliance Statement Supporting Fair 
Housing 
 
Town Manager Smith indicated the need to reaffirm the town’s commitment to fair 
housing and equal opportunity.  It is recommended the Board of Selectmen re-adopt 
the Fair Housing Resolution, Fair Housing Policy Statement, and Compliance with 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  The town received its first grant in 1990 and 
has been participating successfully ever since.   

FAIR HOUSING RESOLUTION 
 

WHEREAS, All American citizens are afforded a right to full and equal housing 
opportunities in the neighborhood of their choice; and  

 
WHEREAS, State and Federal Fair Housing laws require that all individuals, 

regardless of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, ancestry, marital 
status, age, mental or physical disability, lawful source of income, 
sexual orientation, or familial status,  be given equal access to all 
housing-related opportunities, and be allowed to make free choices 
regarding housing location; and 

 
WHEREAS, The Town of Granby is committed to upholding these laws, and 

realizes that these laws must be supplemented by an Affirmative 
Statement publicly endorsing the right of all people to full and equal 
housing opportunities in the neighborhood of their choice, 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Town of Granby hereby endorses 

a Fair Housing Policy to ensure equal opportunity for all persons to rent, 
purchase, and obtain financing and enjoy all other housing-related 
services of their choice on a non-discriminatory basis as provided by 
state and federal law; and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Town Manager of the Town of Granby or his 

designated representative is responsible for responding to and assisting 
any person who alleges to be the victim of illegal discriminatory housing 
practices in the Town of Granby and for advising such person of the 
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right to file a complaint with the State of Connecticut Commission on 
Human Rights and Opportunities (CHRO) or the U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) or to seek assistance from the 
CT Fair Housing Center, legal services, or other fair housing 
organizations to protect his or her right to equal housing opportunities. 

 
ON A MOTION by Selectman Desrosiers, seconded by Selectman Ohannessian, the 
Board voted unanimously (5-0-0) to re-adopt the town’s commitment to fair housing 
and equal opportunity and also to re-adopt the Fair Housing Resolution, Fair Housing 
Policy Statement and Compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
 
Copies of the documents are available in the Community Development’s office as part 
of the Small Cities Grant. 

 
F. Consideration of Board of Selectmen 2015-16 Budget Workshop Dates 

 
The Board of Selectmen has designated members to review particular sections of the 
budget for budget workshop and discussion purposes as indicated below.  All 
workshop meetings begin at 6:00 p.m. in the Town Hall Meeting Room.    

 

Sections 2015-16 Assignments 
2015-16 Workshop 

Dates 
Administration Sally S. King March 5th 
Personal and Property 
Protection Edward E. Ohannessian March 9th 
Public Works and 
Environment Ronald F. Desrosiers March 5th 
Libraries, Rec., and 
Social Svcs. B. Scott Kuhnly March 9th 
Capital Budget and 
Debt Service Mark C. Neumann March 5th 
Revenues All March 9th 
Other Funds All March 9th 

 
G. Consideration of Capital Lease Purchase Program for 2014-15 

 
The 2014-15 Town Budget includes approval for the lease purchase of school buses 
and technology equipment, as recommended by the Board of Education for small 
capital purchases. 
 
The municipal capital plan for 2014-15 includes replacement and purchase of one 
medium duty truck, pick-up, and a mower.  
 
With a lease program, the town is able to spread purchase costs over several years.  
The Board of Finance recommends this practice.  In an analysis of banks offering 
rates for the lease, the most favorable rate is 2.55% for a five-year lease agreement.  
Simsbury Bank again came in with the lowest rate and is recommended.    
 
In addition to the usual small capital five-year lease agreement, the town is asking for 
approval for a three-year lease program through the Q&D fund for the Board of 
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Education’s one-to-one computing program for the purchase of chrome books for 
middle school students in the amount of $210,000 at a rate of 2.2%.   
 
A resolution by the Board of Selectmen to initiate this year’s plans follows: 

 
WHEREAS, the Town of Granby has entered or is entering into Equipment 

Lease/Purchase Agreements (“Promissory Note”) and Loan 
Agreements in an amount up to $584,500 for five years and $210,000 
for three years, with The Simsbury Bank and Trust Company; 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that these Agreements are hereby approved, 

and that the action of the official of the Town of Granby in signing these 
Agreements on behalf of it be, and is hereby, ratified, confirmed, and 
approved; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Manager of the Town of Granby, be, 

and is hereby authorized, empowered, and directed to sign on its 
behalf the Agreements and any addenda, schedules, notes, UCC 
financing statements, or other instruments issued under the provisions 
of the Agreement, and any other instruments or documents which may 
be necessary or expedient in connection with agreements upon or in 
fulfillment of the provisions of the Agreements. 

 
ON A MOTION by Selectman Desrosiers, seconded by Selectman King, the Board 
voted unanimously (5-0-0) to adopt the resolution above. 
 

  VI. TOWN MANAGER REPORTS 
 

A. Grand List for October 1, 2014 
 

Town Manager Smith reported the Grand List is complete and has been filed with the 
state.  The total shows an increase of +.58%.  At the current mill rate, it will generate 
about $202,000 in new revenue.   
 

B. Budget Operations – December 2014 and January 2015 
 
Town Manager Smith commented he would review the January 2015 report and if 
there were any questions regarding the December 2014, he would answer them.   
 
Town Manager Smith reviewed the January operations report.  Tax collections are at 
96%.  The Education Cost Sharing account received the second payment of $1.3M in 
January and the balance is due in April.  When asked about the Tuition – Other 
Towns account, Town Manager Smith indicated that the Board of Education bills out 
to the other towns and once received and their procedures are completed, the tuition 
is brought over to the town side.   
 
Expenses are on target; however, because of the February winter storms there is 
concern for the Public Works accounts if there are many more snow storms.  The 
budget is tight regarding overtime, salt, and equipment.  Recently a snow plow truck is 
in need of repairs in the range of $14,000.  Although every effort will be made to make 
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up the difference within the budget account category, a transfer may be needed at the 
end of the year to handle these expenses.     
 

 VII. FIRST SELECTMAN REPORTS (B. Scott Kuhnly) 
 
 First Selectman Kuhnly thanked the Department of Public Works for their efforts in 

keeping the roads plowed during the recent snow storms.   
 

First Selectman Kuhnly read the Proclamation for Girl Scouts and by virtue of his authority 
as First Selectman of the Town of Granby, proclaimed March 12, 2015 as GIRL SCOUT 
DAY. 

 
VIII. SELECTMAN REPORTS (Sally King, Vice Chairman; Ronald Desrosiers, Mark 

Neumann, and Edward Ohannessian; Paige Holden and Mark McDermott, Student 
Liaisons) 
 
Selectman Neumann, acting as the Board of Selectmen Liaison, reported on some of the 
activities of the Town Owned Land Study Committee.  The Committee is getting 
organized and looking into solicitation for opinions from the general public, placing an 
article in the Drummer, and holding a public hearing.   
 
Student Liaison Paige Holden reported winter sports are underway.  At the most recent 
basketball game a 1,000+ participants attended.  Those interested in attending any 
events may find a schedule online at the High School Athletic page.   
 

  IX. ADJOURNMENT  
 
ON A MOTION by Selectman Ohannessian, seconded by Selectman Neumann, the 
Board voted unanimously (5-0-0) to adjourn the meeting at 8:30 p.m. 
 

       Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
       William F. Smith, Jr. 
       Town Manager 
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