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PRESENT: Mark Higby, Chairman, Mary Jo Toczydlowski, Richard McDermott, John Adams, 

and Kathryn Miller.  Terri-Ann Hahn and Margaret Lareau arrived at 7:20 p.m. 
 
Chairman Mark Higby called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  He introduced himself and the 
Committee members, briefly reviewed the history of the property at 107 East Street, and 
explained the purpose of this Committee.  He stated the purpose of tonight’s meeting is to 
solicit ideas from the public on how to use the property at 107 East Street.  
 
About 22 people spoke, sharing their ideas for uses of the property at 107 East Street.  There 
were comments made regarding traffic concerns on East Street.  A response was made to a 
resident stating that this property is zoned as residential, not agricultural or open space.  Also, it 
was noted that although the 107 East Street property is town-owned, it is not “open to the 
public”.  People who may walk, snowshoe, cross-country ski or ride horses there do so at their 
own risk.   
 
Comments included: 

• Keep the property as open space  
• Agricultural use (most all present at this meeting were in favor of this use) 
• Dedicate 10 to 15 acres for a permaculture farm (principals foster the health of the soil) 

and form an alliance with a permaculture farmer to educate residents.  Dedicate an area 
for compost, which could be a source of revenue.  

• No new houses 
• Multi-use continued to be a recurring idea  
• Terms and length of a lease were briefly reviewed 
• Solar farm – gain more information and watch for incentive programs 
• Keep this property maintenance free – no additional cost to the taxpayers 
• A question was asked about the process to a decision as to what will be done with this 

property.  The answer was that this committee simply has the task to gain information 
and report their findings to the Board of Selectmen.  Any decisions regarding any town-
owned land ultimately falls to the Board of Selectmen, with input from the Town 
Manager and appropriate staff.   

• Someone asked why there is a parking lot there.  It was thought to have been created 
so people don’t park on East Street when walking on the property.  Also, this way people 
don’t drive further into the property, when they shouldn’t. 

• Someone asked about the possibility of building a school at 107 East Street in the future 
and went on to make mention of the declining number of students.  At this point in time 
the town doesn’t plan to build a school there.     

• Selling the property or a portion of it was mentioned.  Is it worth more now than when 
purchased?   

• Make walking trails and a place to sit and relax 
• Sell to a farmer without development rights.  It was said that farmers tend to want to 

lease land, not buy it. 
• There were questions about the recent survey and the participation rate.  It was 

suggested that the results be published, with number results and comments.   
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• It was stated the property is rather unattractive, but others disagreed.  Walking the 
property shows a nice side of it.  The north and west views are great.     

• Other areas of access to 107 East Street were briefly addressed.    
• Have the abutting neighbors considered buying a portion of this property?   
• Could the town officially open this area for walking? 

 
Chairman Higby thanked everyone for coming to this meeting and sharing their suggestions. 
 
The meeting ended at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Susan Christian 
Recording Secretary 
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