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Town awarded 2K in grant funds for meeting energy goals – March 17, 2011

By Jennifer Senofonte

Staff Writer

Granby was awarded a $2,000 grant from the Connecticut Clean Energy Fund for meeting clean energy goals in town. 

The $2,000 is the first installment of a total of $4,000 which will be awarded when educational projects run through the first segment.

“The town has been working very hard with the Conservation Commission and in particular Shelley Reuben to obtain grants, money and work on programs that will bring Granby closer to a green environment,” Town Manager Bill Smith said.

In light of the grant money and other expected funds coming in, the Board of Selectmen unanimously voted to establish an Energy Fund account, designated specifically to enhancing clean energy in the community. 

To receive the grant, the Granby Clean Energy Task Force has actively worked to obtain residential sign-ups for clean energy on electric bills for the 20 by 2010 Campaign and the EPA Community Challenge. 

In order to utilize the money granted, the task force is seeking local groups or organizations to submit proposals for educational projects that promote clean energy in Granby.

“The town [government] doesn’t use that money themselves, they hold it and issue it out to groups that submit proposals,” Shelley Reuben, project leader for the Clean Energy Task Force and Conservation Commission member, said. “[Organizations] can get sign-ups for clean energy on electric bills, do energy conservation projects and energy conservation education projects, teaching how to save energy.”

She said organizations like Boy or Girl Scouts, school groups, conservation clubs through the school, Knights of Columbus, the Land Trust – it can be any organization, “anybody that has an idea and has a project that they want to execute and needs some funding.”

The money is there to be used for energy-saving education and initiatives in an effort to save the planet, but it has to start locally. 

Reuben said the money can be used for printing flyers, buying inventive giveaways, incentive payments for major campaigns, or a group who gets 100 sign-ups on electric bills. The task force can give them $10 a sign-up – that’s $1,000 for that organization. 

“We need to conserve energy and reduce our own electric costs in our homes and businesses,” Reuben said. “It’s a benefit individually and communitywide for our town. It helps get us off of oil if we can divert our energy to natural sources, then we don’t have to rely on fossil fuels.”

To use some of the grant money for an energy project or awareness, applications are available on the town’s website at granby-ct.gov. Click on the ‘Granby clean energy’ link to find the website and apply by April 4.

If any money is left over after proposals are looked at by the task force, it will host a Clean Energy Fair to bring the town together to save the earth. 

Reuben said that when they do get proposals, they will honor the community involvement before committing to their Clean Energy Fair. 

Thus far, Granby has been “going green’ through the implementation of solar panels at the Nature Center next to the middle school as well as the exploration of a solar panel for Wells Road School that is currently in the process. Solar panels use the sun’s energy to help power the building supplementing clean energy.

Surrounding towns have done this and other clean energy initiatives like Canton, Simsbury and West Hartford. Reuben said they have more significant projects going, but her insights for Granby are well under way.
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Clean Energy Task Force encourages residents to sign up to use alternative electricity sources

By Jennifer Senofonte

Staff Writer

Going green in Granby is the ultimate objective for passionate advocates of communitywide clean energy.

The Clean Energy Task Force is a newly formed organization with one goal: to promote clean energy in Granby and across Connecticut.

“When the town joined [the Environmental Protection Agency Community Challenge], I asked them to support the formation of a task force that could bring together interested parties to work toward this goal,” Conservation Commission member Shelly Reuben said.

Reuben is an active member in the task force and is calling for community volunteers to help. The EPA Community Challenge is a Connecticut clean energy campaign made up of two parts.

The first part is to get Granby residents to sign up for clean energy on their electric bills. 

“It means you choose to have all electricity that you use in your own home come from a clean source: solar, wind or hydro-electric,” Reuben said. “In making that choice, you are supporting the clean energy industry instead of other sources that aren’t clean energy.”

Community Energy and Sterling Planet are two companies endorsed by the Connecticut Clean Energy Fund to offer clean energy to interested residents.

The second part to the campaign is to promote energy conservation education.

The Clean Energy Task Force is working to motivate resident participation in both these elements. Currently, 169 Granby residents have signed up for clean energy on their electric bill. Reuben said after 231 more sign-ups, the town will earn its first solar panel installation on one of the town’s municipal buildings.

“It collects energy,” Reuben said. “It won’t power the whole building, but will make a difference that people can see.”

The task force is encouraging any organization or group to network and get residents to sign up to commit to clean energy. Community Energy and Sterling Planet will donate $20 to $25 to involved groups for each commitment to alternative energy that they solicit.”

Signing up for clean energy will incur a $4 to $9 monthly fee, based on the amount of energy a particular home uses, that will be added to participating residents’ monthly bills.

The ultimate hope of the Clean Energy Task Force is that residents will save energy while also helping to raise funds for community groups.

 “We’d love to have more people show an interest and help if they want to,” Reuben said. She encourages any group from town to join in raising the awareness to benefit Granby and their own organization.

As an incentive for towns to gather as many signatures as possible, any town that gets 400 or more sign-ups will have filled a prerequisite of the EPA Community Challenge to apply for a $4,000 grant from the Connecticut Clean Energy Fund.

The Clean Energy Task Force meets during the Conservation Commission meetings the first and third Thursday of each month in the Police Station Community Room. These meetings are open to the public and residents are encouraged to attend.

“It’s tough economically,” Reuben said. But people need to “look at the bigger picture” and how this will benefit Granby’s future.

To sign up for clean energy or have a clean energy audit done in one’s home, visit ctcleanenergyoptions.com or look to Connecticut Light & Power electric bills for more details.

