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Project Overview



Project Overview

• 116-acre Salmon Brook Park is well-used, 
has a wide range of recreational amenities.

• 45-acre Ahrens Park offers additional open 
space, is less programmed



Project Scope

• Site analysis
• Stakeholder Interviews
• Public Engagement

• Public Meeting #1: Developing a vision for Salmon Brook and Ahrens Parks
• Online survey

• Master Plan
• Meeting #2: Presentation on draft Master Plan
• Final Master Plan: Overall vision for Salmon Brook Park and Ahrens Park, and 

specific recommendations for site improvements and management



Project Background



History of the Parks

• History of Salmon Brook Park:
• Granby Hospital 1920-1928, 

included golf course for patients’ 
use

• Golf course continued as a public 
amenity until 1945

• Was called “Open Spaces” until 
2000s

• “Salmon Brook Park”: Increased 
park improvements 2000s-onward

• History of Ahrens Park:
• Town acquired from Ahrens family 

in 2003
• Park opened in 2005



2022 Survey









Recent Improvements



Master Plan Goals

• Identify potential park improvements, and suitable locations

• Possible ideas: contemplative garden, splash pad, skating, skateboarding

• ADA accessibility 

• Identify potential redundancies, conflicting uses, capacity limitations

• Potentially relocating certain features

• Site analysis: landscape, infrastructure, climate, etc

• Create a long-term Master Plan for both parks

• Identify approximate timeframe, cost, permitting, etc



Existing Conditions



Salmon Brook Park



Salmon Brook Park



Salmon Brook Park



Baseball and Softball



Soccer



Lacrosse



Walking Trails



Parking Areas



Buildings and Pavilions



Playgrounds



Tennis and Basketball



Memorials

Pond

Dog Park

Horse Ring







Potential Upgrades



Sanitary



Electrical



Irrigation



Water



“Leftover spaces”



“Leftover spaces”



Flood-prone area (approximate)





Ahrens Park



Ahrens Park



Ahrens Park



Baseball



Lacrosse and Football



Trails



Parking Lots



Buildings



Community Gardens

Bocce Court







Potential Upgrades





Challenges



Challenges

• Coordinating many facilities, periodic 
updates

• Flood-prone area in south end of Salmon 
Brook Park

• Identifying locations for new park facilities:
• Limited available space in Salmon 

Brook
• Use of Ahrens Park

Erosion on unpaved path to Rt 20 parking lot

Playground in flood-prone area





Opportunities



Opportunities

• Underutilized space at Ahrens, 
could locate new facilities there

• Opportunities for more efficient 
uses of space at Salmon Brook

• Both parks have parking, 
restrooms, infrastructure

• Parks well-utilized by community 
and in good condition overall

Ahrens Park restroom

Ahrens Park fields



Opportunities

New Recreational Features?
• Misting/ Cooling
• Splash Pad
• Fitness Equipment
• Skate Park
• Pump Track 



Opportunities

Making Space?
• Re-arranging sports fields 

to free up space?
• Efficiencies with times of 

year, underutilized fields at 
Ahrens?

• Relocating any features to 
Ahrens?



Opportunities

Improving Sports Fields?
• Adding lights?
• Adding/ improving 

bleachers?



Opportunities

New Landscape Features?
• Shade Structures
• Trees
• Pollinator Gardens
• Food Forests
• Benches, Picnic Tables
• Upgraded Nature Trails



Opportunities

Playground Upgrades?



Discussion



Discussion Questions

• What new recreational facilities would you like to 
see at the parks?

• What are the most valuable aspects of the parks to 
you?

• Are there particular issues you think need to be 
addressed in the parks?

• Would you be open to relocating any park elements 
to Ahrens Park?

• Any other questions or comments?



Thank You!
• Next Steps:

• Take the online survey!
• GZA to draft Master Plan
• Follow up public meeting to share draft Master Plan
• Finalize Master Plan

• We’ll stick around to talk informally – 
ask us questions!

• Feel free to add sticky note 
comments to maps 

Take the online survey!






